
1:7 MAR 1993 ..

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED y~ _jjJ
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 'POLICY & PLANNING

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

DOC~~.tl\fC6~~~I~~Al02
IN REPLY REFER TO:

Honorable Conrad Burns
United States Senator
104 Fourth Street North
Great Falls, Montana 59401

Dear Senator Burns:

7330- 7/1700A3

RECEIVED

'.24 1993
FEDERJi~TOJS

ClFtECFTHEflCAETrr:-

This is in reply to your letter of February 10, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Darrell L. Anderson, regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobb~ists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,
C-·~

~~~;~
RichaDt-J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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~~~ruary 10, 1993

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street Northwest, Room 808
Washington, DC 20554

Re: PR Docket 92-·235 Proposed rule changed

Dear Ms. Solheim,

Mr. Darrell Anderson would like us to assist
regarding a problem concerning the proposed rule change
that affects the radio frequencies used by model airplane
enthusiasts. Mr. Anderson tells us that there are many
clubs throughout the region who will be adversely
affected by this proposed rul~ due to the radio .control
frequencies they use.

Apparently, the rule change is one that will improve
land mobile radio communication,~ but at the expense of
the modelers. Is there an avenue that would enhance the
capability of one without hurting the other?

Any information or help you can provide my staff to
enable us to assist in reaching a favorable solution will
be greatly appreciated. Please direct any correspondence
or questions regarding this inquiry to my office at:

Senator Conrad Burns
Attention: Kathy Sparr
104 Fourth Street North
Great Falls, Montana 59401
(406) 452-9585

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If
there is additional information you require, please feel
free to contact Kathy.

Sincerely,

Senator

CRB/kas
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SENATOR CONRAD BURNS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Due to the provisions of the PrivacyAct 1974 (TItle 5, Section SS2A oCtile U.S. Code) before
I can make an inquiry on your behalf, I must have your permission.

To avoid delays, pleasestate in writing.that I have your permission to make this inquiry and
to receive any information needed to complete your request.

DEAR CONRAD:

I authorize you to make inquiries to the appropriate officials on my behalf.

NAME (please printL22~E.c'L. ~. /hJ()Y2..~

ADDRESS ) 3L.. /~ f6JEe A2. W.

CITY ~'CAi=&~l S sT.J&1.tZIP~SZi::......:..-<I.:....-6-..:.c; _

TELEPHONE (Home) G4b1 %3-fzejo (Work) (flf ') 7f)-'5t{~

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER._.....loa"""-L-q.L-1_-:!:-5V..:....-~7L..lo73~3~ _

FILE OR CASE # (If applicable) _

SIGNATURE~ 1:..~



DATE lip, Z; /913

PLEASE STATE YOUR REQUEST AND A BRIEF EXPLANAnON. (Please Print)

sSe? .£.Jv4-SW /l..) b

(a copy of this form may be sent to the agency involved)

SIdNATURE~c-«I/z:~



Darrell L. Anderson
132 15tn Ave. N.W.
Gr~a"t Fallsl· ·Jff!;>94.04

The Honorable Senator Conrad Burns
183 Dirkson Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

RE: FCC NPRK Docket 92-235
Comment Period ending Feb 26, 1993

Dear Senator Burns,

February 5, 1993

lam a 41 year old aircraft mechanic employed by the Xontana Air
National Guard. I am also a Private Pilot and I have been interested in
aviation for as long as I can remember. I attribute my career choice to my
father introducing me to model aircraft as a young boy. For the last 18
years I have been very active in a 50 member local club whose members enjoy
constructing and operating radio controlled (RIC) model airplanes. I am
currently instructing my son to fly an RIC aircraft, and hope to instill in
him the love of aviation as my father did for me.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result,
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
operations.

I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be useable if
these new rules are adopted. However, nation wide, near urban areas, many
of those 19 frequencies are already unusable due to high powered commercial
communications such as pagers, repeaters, and even illegal transmitters
that the FCC has been unable to police.



When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment.

Ido not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC
may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have
a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself
and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Darrell L. Anderson



..\ L I) Darre 11 L. Anderson
~yu 132 15th Ave. N.W.

) i\O'. Great Falls, :KT

&!"~ i~~f~l s~o,,:,~niC.tions Conilnission

'/ ' washingto~, DC 20554

RE: NPRK-PR Docket 92-235

Gentlemen:

February 5, 1993

I am dismayed at the intent of the Land Kobile Radio Service to place
additional ,licensed commercial radio frequencies in the 72 to 76 KHz bands.

It is my understanding that these additional frequencies will be spaced
only 2.5 kHz from existing frequencies allocated under Part 95-Personal
Radio Service SUbpart C-Radio Control (RIC) Radio Service. This plan wlll
have a devistating effect on the JrlllioDS of people of all walks of life
who enjoy R/C lIOdeling as a pastime, not to mention the IIDUSTRY that has
developed to support them.

~:A; -.;:~~

With the placing of mobile radios using higher power outputs than the
RIC frequencies (750 Xilliwatt maximum allowable) at 2.5 kHz spacing, the
safe use of the Radio Control Service frequencies will be greatly impacted.
What RIC frequencies are left usable would suffer safety problems from over
crowding. Even today with state-of-the-art equipment developed by the RIC
industry, many radio control frequencies around urban centers remain
unusable due to high powered, or even illegal, commercial users.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 'pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment.

Although the allocation of RIC frequencies under Part 95 occurred in
1983, It was not until January 1, 1991, that the RIC industry and the
Academy of Model Aeronautics were able to make available and phase in the
use of RIC equipment capable of operating safely in the 10 KHz spacing that
existed between the RIC frequencies and licensed commercial users.

This Phase-In took 8 years to set in place and required a considerable
individual investment in new radio control eqUipment to meet the technical
reqUirements of the 10 KHz spacing. IOW, we are expected to do it allover
AGAIN!

.
This Rule, if implemented, will result in a considerable financial

impact to each individual RIC station operator, the obsolescence of nearly
all of the HEW equipment now in use by MILLIONS of owners, and the end of a
fine safety record.

I hope that you will reconsider.

Sincerely,

~X~
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Abeep,heard'roondthe world
By The Associated Press ~ from hand-held·devices

WASHINGTON _ The Federal·, costing oo1ya few hundred~~_Uars.
Communications Commission The New York' Times reported
moved earlier this month to put a' that. one company planning such
powerluI new tool in the bat1ds of ;,. services projects that each messa~
bosses and customers impatient to ;,woul~costa ~~ cents t~,~mit

. have their demands met immedi- ,and~ be limited~ pe:r:~p~ 100
tely. .' ,. ,.' cbarilC!=ers. . '. " "".,r,.,; .' '.

~
It set aside a spectrum of radio" That Would be' similar'to~paging

f.r.equencies .for satelli!e paging ser-' devi~ already in seI'V1.·ce.;!JY ,:on­
VIces that w1l1 translIl1t beeper roes-, trast..,however,the. ne\! ;:,d.eVIces
sages anywhere on earth. . .. would reach anywhere on the globe.
. The new systems could also prove And the n~ system would have
a boon to law-enforcementoffidals, . further reaching uses. :,..:r;·~

. rescue workers and numerous otb-. It is conceivable, for example, that
ers anXious to track down missing " ..in .the.case of a light plane that
goods and missing persons"..in 're-crashed ,in :remote". moUntainous
mote reaches of the planet ," ,; . 'region; surviving passengers would

FCC officials said ·they hoped to "no longer wait for a search party to
begin issuing licenses this year for find them. Instead, they could send a
the systems, which would also make . beeper message to the headqUarters
.it easier to find stolen cars. of the rescue operation.

•..• _~•. _ '. ·~l

Satellites, which could be And "System designers say that
launched as early as next year, even~yevery car could have such .
would be orbited just a few hundred a device built into it that could be
miles above the earth toreIay the activated if the vehicle were stolen. ' .

t·"v·


